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To allow it to continue is merely to hasten the return of
these islands to being just a Swan's Nest in a very crowded
hungry pool. It is one thing to respect and accept the
fact that the backward nations are coming fonvard in the
world's activities, it is another to allow them to purchase
your ships and then run them by subsidy.

British world-trade and world-carrying is the vital essence
on which this Empire lives. A law to tattoo it on every
child would not be too drastic a way of making the race
aware of it.

The question of Naval strength which is so mixed up
with this question has been discussed elsewhere. But the
Red Duster and the \Vhite Ensign are inextricably mixed
up, and it is the folly of the lack of lesser cruisers that
the whole British Naval world is up in arms at, as well as
every trader.

THE EMPIRE AND ISOLATION

In the many discussions that the German developments
have given rise to, the clamour that the British Empire,
or Commonwealth of Nations if you prefer it, should be
sufficient unto itself, and should stand out of the troubles
of the continent have been very vociferous. The idea has
much, of course, to commend it, were it in any way feasible.
But the whole course of our history points the other way.
A world-wide Empire means that we touch every other
nation at innumerable points. We cannot be insensible
to anything that goes on, and major happenings shake
British interests at every move. Even if we and the
Dominions were sufficiently populous to absorb all our
trade, isolation would be impossible. The mere fact of
the Suez Canal is one of many that emphasize this fact.

From time immemorial the prevention of the Low
Countries coming into the hands of a big rival power has
taken our armies to Europe; the sanctity of the Scrap of
Paper for which we fought in 1914 was the expression of